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Dear Parents/Carers,  

 

Welcome back to all our families and welcome to our new students Emily and Jacob. I hope everyone 

had a wonderful Christmas and New Year with family and friends. It is amazing how quickly the 

holidays pass us by.   All our returning students looked wonderful in their school uniforms last week 

and were keen to learn.  A very positive start to the year. 

 

 

New Teacher 
 
Last week you may have heard students talking about a new 

teacher at our school.  Mr Lee comes to our school this year to 

fill the temporary position Mrs L-S left when she retired.  

Mr Lee was the successful candidate from an expression of 

interest process undertaken  at the end of last year and over 

the holiday period.  Mr Lee recently moved to the Coffs Coast 

area from Sydney where he has been teaching since 2016.  

He joins us with a diverse range of knowledge and skills that 

include Stage 1 Language, Literacy and Learning (L3), dance 

and digital media.   He is passionate about student wellbeing and has already established a good 

rapport with many  of the students at Upper Orara Public School. Mr Lee will be working in our school 

each week from Tuesday through until Friday in various capacities. This includes; teaching Science 

and Technology in both classrooms, Sport, History and Space & Geometry in 3-6 and Dance for PE. 

He will also be supporting  Stage 1 L3 in the K-2 classroom and will provide additional reading support 

in the 3-6 classroom. 

Mr Lee is very enthusiastic, and I would like to welcome him to the Upper Orara Public School Team.  
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This term staff would like to hold a barbeque dinner to welcome Mr Lee to our school and community. 

Prior to this Meet and Greet event we will be holding a short one-hour meeting. We would like to 

commence the meeting at 4:30pm followed by dinner at 5:30pm. To assist us in determining the best 

day to hold this event I have attached a short survey to this newsletter. Please indicate your preferred 

day by numbering 1 to 3, with one being your first choice. Additionally, please indicate your preferred 

time if the 4:30pm time is not suitable. We will evaluate responses and choose a day and/or time 

suitable for the majority of people.   

 

Kindergarten 2020 
 
A big welcome goes out to our new kindergarten students and their families. Joey, Aaliyah and 

Hadleigh started school last Thursday with big smiles on their faces.  
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Small Schools Swimming Carnival 

This Wednesday we are holding the Small Schools Swimming Carnival at the Orara Valley 

Community Pool in Nana Glen. This event is for all students K-6. Please come down to the pool and 

enjoy the day or part of the day with your child. It is important that all notes and money are returned 

to the school no later than tomorrow. (Tuesday) 

 

Students successful at this carnival have the opportunity to attend the Orara Valley Swimming 

Carnival on Friday 14th February. 

 

P & C Funds 
 
Last year when the decision to fold our P & C was made, there was a significant amount of money 

donated to the school. The final members of the P & C at the time made stipulations about how they 

would like the money spent. It was decided that $12000 would be spent on new shade sails over the 

playground and the remaining money approximately $6000 would be used to subsidise excursions 

costs by 20% for each student until a zero balance is reached.  

 

Jacob Emily 
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As you may have noticed we have lovely new shade sails over the playground to ensure our students 

are sun safe. The good news is that the cost of the sails was considerably less than the anticipated 

cost of $16000. This has left us with approximately an additional $4300.  

 

If you have a suggestion about what you would like this money to be used for, please place your idea 

on a piece of paper and send it to school with your child. We will take your ideas into consideration 

and make a determination. 

 

Regards 
 
Joanne Goodenough 
Principal 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Kindergarten first day 
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FEBRUARY  

5 Small Schools Swimming 

Carnival 

   OV Swimming Carnival 

 26  Debating Enrichment Day 

 28  Clean Up Australia 

MARCH 

 13  Harmony Day Excursion 

 


